
 

 

On Stage 
The Official Newsletter of the Geelong Lyric Theatre Society  - December 2014 

 

Message from the President 
 
2014 has been another extremely busy year for the company, highlighted by our 40th anniversary 
and the presentation of Annie and Jesus Christ Superstar respectively.   
 
The success of Annie from a box office perspective was very 
encouraging.  Annie was a production that epitomised many of 
the values that the company prides itself on; the provision of 
opportunities for anyone wanting to become involved in musical 
theatre and strong family based participation.  Under the 
excellent guidance of our Vice President Ash Chappell, who took 
the reins as Producer for the first time, the show was successful 
on many fronts.  A large cast provided the opportunity for many 
younger members to experience their first Lyric production. We 
welcomed both a new Director - Bryce Baumgarten and 
Choreographer - Justine Bratanavicius for this production. Both 
brought new ideas and methods to our production team and 
worked brilliantly with our Musical Director Amy Young and 
Assistant Director Dom Rousetty.   With many children as part of 
the cast we were extremely fortunate to have a large number of 
parents and other family members assist with all elements of the 
show which made the task of staging such a large production 
somewhat easier.  A significant highlight of this production was 
the sheer excitement that the younger cast members exhibited, enthusing the adult cast members 
and adding further energy to an action packed production.  The opportunity for these younger 
performers to share the stage with theatre icons such as Howard Dandy is hopefully a memory that 
many will retain for a long time. Thanks must go to Ash Chappell as Producer, Bryce Baumgarten our 
Director, Amy Young our MD and Justine Brantanivicius and Dom Rousetty our Choreographers.   
Their leadership, direction and creativity were the major drivers behind the success of this 
production.   Other notable thanks must go to our other production staff including Melia 
Bartholomeusz, Heather Dillon, Steve Howell, Sue Pillekers, Shane Haugh, Ben Anderson and Daniel 
Zampatti along with everybody else who assisted in some way with the show.  
 
I would just like to acknowledge Tony Wasley and Taylah Gartner who received nominations from 
the Music Theatre Guild of Victoria for their respective roles in Annie, our only nominations in 2014.   
Congratulations to you both. Recognition well deserved. 
 
The committee had considered several options in regards to how best mark the company’s 40th 
anniversary in 2014.  After the success of Annie it became clear that presenting a second musical in 
2014 would be the most fitting choice given that musical theatre is our core business.  We were very 
fortunate to be able to obtain the rights to Jesus Christ Superstar and draw together a highly capable 
production team in a short space of time.  The committee decided to adopt a different approach to 
the auditions, firstly to expedite the process and secondly to provide some additional opportunities 
for Lyric members to be cast in the show. This process drew some initial external criticism, however 

  



 

 

this quickly dissipated once people realised there were opportunities for anyone keen to be 
involved.  The outcome was that we assembled a fabulous cast in a very short space of time 

consisting of a mix of Lyric members past and present, 
alongside some newcomers.   Given the short time frame 
available to stage this production it was a remarkable effort 
by everyone involved that the show was so well received and 
relatively successful from a commercial perspective.   Our 
production team was headed up by Director Davina Smith 
Crowley who provided an entirely new perspective on this 
production, giving the show a distinctly different feel from 
previous iterations of Jesus Christ Superstar.  It was fantastic 
that we were able to provide opportunities for Jacqui Robins - 

Musical Director and Zoe Maree Hudgell – Choreographer to be part of a Lyric production team for 
the first time.   In conjunction with Davina they proved a formidable team and got the absolute best 
out of all of our cast members.   Thankyou to everyone who also assisted with this production. 
Special thanks must go to our other production staff particularly Emma Jones, Clint Balfour, Sue 
Pillekers, Michelle Domonkos, Ben Anderson and Dan Zampatti.  Their endeavour and expertise 
played instrumental roles in the final product.  Congratulations to Dan Eastwood and Brendan 
Rossbotham who received commendations from the Music Theatre Guild of Victoria for their 
performances in Jesus Christ Superstar and were also awarded a Virtual Oscar.  
 
A successful year on stage was capped with our 40th anniversary celebrations in late November.   A 
fantastic function was held at the Elephant and Castle for all of our members. The turn-up was 
excellent and it was great to see some of our elder life members take the time to attend and connect 
with some of the current Lyric members and committee.  Thanks to Grant Whiteside for his work in 
organising this event and all of our members who performed or assisted on the day. A highlight of 
the day was being able to announce the Ethel Cowdell Vocal Scholarship that the company is 
instigating in 2015.  Ethel was the Lyric Secretary for many years and quite rightly a Life Member of 
the company.  We hope that this scholarship will assist up and coming vocalists to further develop 
their talent by utilising the funds associated with the scholarship for additional singing lessons. 
 
Preparations are already well under way for 2015 with the production team for Legally Blonde 
almost finalised and the production ready to commence.   We are looking to build on the 
momentum of our two productions in 2014 and ensure that we can maintain our high calibre casts 
and strong audience attendance.  
 
It is with some regret that I have made the decision to stand down as President of Geelong Lyric 
Theatre Society after 6 years in the position.  It is certainly not a decision that I have made lightly but 
rather with regard for what is best for both Lyric and myself.   To fulfil this role properly requires 
someone with the time required to do it justice.  Due to a range of other commitments that I have, it 
is only fair that someone else has the opportunity to take on this position and help the company to 
continually move forward.   I will remain involved is a committee member for 2015 and support the 
new committee.  I have found my time as President immensely rewarding and would like to take this 
opportunity to publically thank and acknowledge all of our members and volunteers who have 
supported me over the previous 6 years.  
 
Finally I would like to thank the 2014 committee who have worked extremely hard over the past 12 
months and have all made valuable contributions to the company.   Unfortunately our current Vice 
President Ash Chappell has also decided to step down from both the role and the committee for at 
least the next 12 months due to his work commitments.  Ash has been a fantastic contributor to the 
company over the past few years and been a great support to me as Vice President.  He has taken on 



 

 

a multitude of roles including producing Annie and was been instrumental in the organisation of the 
40th anniversary exhibition at GPAC during JCSS.  Thanks Ash for your contribution and we hope to 
see you back involved ASAP.  Grant Whiteside has done a sterling job as Treasurer after inheriting 
the role when the company finances were struggling.  He has put many steps in place to help reduce 
debt and get things back on track. Thanks Grant.   Davina Smith Crowley as company secretary has 
also been heavily involved in the running of the wardrobe hire during 2014 which has generated 
income for the company.  On top of that she found the time to appear in a lead role in Annie and 
also direct Jesus Christ Superstar.   Thankyou to Davina   
 
Each of our committee members have all made strong contributions during the year, Emma Jones 
took on the costume coordinator role for JCSS, which she was recognised for with a Virtual Oscar.  
Well done Emma.  She has also assisted Davina with organising and running Sommers St.   
Rose Pirottina was instrumental in organising our trivia night earlier in the year and organising 
rehearsal space for the company during JCSS amongst many other behind the scenes tasks.  Thanks 
very much Rose.   Lisa Hunter has contributed significantly in the areas of set painting and 
programme design. Her work in both areas has been exceptional with a lot of positive feedback 
about our programmes and our sets.  Thankyou Lisa.   Sally Anne Cowdell has bought a lot of new 
ideas to the committee and has assisted with many tasks during the year.  Most recently she has 
been instrumental in putting together the production team for Legally Blonde where her knowledge 
has been of great benefit to the company.  Thankyou Sally  
 
Finally I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our members a Merry Xmas and a safe and 
prosperous 2015 .  

 
Ben Crowley  
President GLTS  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
We are delighted to announce the production team for our May 2015 premiere of Legally Blonde  
which will be presented in the Playhouse Theatre from May 1st to 9th 2015.  
 
An information pack containing all of the audition details and requirements for Legally Blonde will be 
placed on our website over the weekend -  www.glts.asn.au  

Production Team  
 
Producer:  Liz Powell  
Director: Andrew Cook 
Musical Director:  Phil Kearney 
Choreographer: Kai Mann-Robertson 

http://www.glts.asn.au/


 

 

Vocal Director: Liz Kearney 
Assistant Producer: Sally-Anne Cowdell 
Assistant Producer: Lisa Hunter 
Stage Manager: Melia Bartholomeusz 
Props Coordinator: Sue Pillikers 
Wardrobe Coordinator: Sally Smith 
Lighting Designer: Shane Haugh 
Sound Designers: Ben Anderson & Dan Zampatti 
Marketing Coordinator Ben Crowley 
Front of House Coordinator:  Heather Dillon 
 

Legally Blonde 
Performance dates (TBC) 
Week 1  

 
 
 
Week 2  

May 1st - Opening night @ 7.30pm (CAST NIGHT)  May 7th, 8th and 9th @ 7.30pm  
May 2nd @  7.30pm  May 9th @ 1.30pm   

 
Tickets will go on sale through GPAC in mid January 2015 – www.gpac.org.au  
 

Bunnings Fundraising BBQ – Monday December 29th  
 

The company will be holding a fundraising BBQ at Bunnings North 
Geelong, Melbourne Road North Geelong, from 8 am to 5pm on 
Monday December 29th.  
 
This is a great opportunity for the company to raise some funds for 
both Legally Blond and future projects. We are putting a call out to all 
members and friends who might be able to spare an hour or two to help out with the BBQ.  
 
If you are able to offer assistance could you please contact Grant Whiteside – finkers@hotmail.com . 
All offers of assistance will be gratefully appreciated and an hour of your time 
 

2015 Lyric Committee  
 
After the recent Annual General Meeting the following members were appointed to the committee 
of the Geelong Lyric Theatre Society for 2015.    
 
The incoming committee will seek to appoint a President and Vice President from the current 
committee at their next meeting. 
 
Treasurer:  Grant Whiteside  
Secretary: Kate Oliver  
 
Committee;  
Ben Crowley 
Davina Smith Crowley 
Lisa Hunter 
Sally Anne Cowdell 
Emma Jones  
Beck Newman  

http://www.gpac.org.au/
mailto:finkers@hotmail.com

