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The last year 
 

The year began quietly for the committee of Lyric. With no show plans for the near future, 
time was invested in fundraising efforts to keep the company running and moving forward 
and rocking it out with our ‘Lyric Sing’ choir.  
The second half of the year found us back in rehearsal mode with a new show, a new 
theatre and a new energy.  
 
“The Last 5 Years”  
The opportunity to stage this small but mighty musical arose mid year and we jumped on the 
chance. Within no time we had a venue, a director, an MD and a small amount of funds 
thanks to our earlier fundraising efforts to stage it. Lisa Hunter took the reins as Production 
Manager, Paul Watson as Director and Brad Trelor as Musical Director. Early in July we held 
auditions to cast the perfect pair to play Cathy and Jamie. We were lucky to find not just one 
perfect pair, but two. So demanding were the two roles it was decided that alternates be 
cast. Nick Addison and Georgie Walker were cast in the leading roles and Charlie McIntyre 
and Shani Clarke as understudies. Charlie and Shani were given the opportunity to have a 
show of their own on the Thursday night.  
 
With limited funds, we were very fortunate to have many 
people donate their time and resources to bring the 
show to life. It was the first time this committee had 
staged a show outside of the Geelong Arts Centre. The 
venue (Peter Cannon PAC at St Joseph’s College), 
while basic, provided the perfect setting for this intimate 
production. A simple but creative set, teamed with the 
perfect lighting (Starlight Productions), gave the 
audience an insight into the lives of Cathy and Jamie. It 
opened on September 27 to rave reviews. Go to our 
website for photos and reviews.  
 
While it didn’t quite get the audience numbers that we 
hoped, the committee are super proud of the quality 
show that was produced and are ever so grateful to our 
production team, cast and everyone that attended. We 
knew staging a show at an unknown venue was going to 



be a challenge, but we accepted that challenge and definitely weren’t disappointed. It would 
be nice to say that we finished up with a nice little profit to lock in another show for next year 
but instead we will continue to cook up the Bunnings sausages and raise money through 
other avenues to continue to bring great community theatre to Geelong.  
 
Lyric Sing - We had our lovely group of singers back together during the first half of the year 
and lots of new faces too. The group got together on a Tuesday night under the direction of 
Brad Trelor. Unfortunately due to commitments in the second half of the year Brad was 
unable to continue directing the group and a suitable replacement could not be found to take 
over. Some of the group chose to join forces with another local choir in term 3, culminating in 
a mass choir performance at Peter Cannon PAC. 
 
Christmas in July - Instead of our yearly trivia night this year we held a Christmas in July as 
a fundraising event. Held at the Geelong Masonic Centre in Belmont, guests were treated to 
a two course meal with a glass of champagne on arrival, a night of entertainment thanks to 
our ‘Lyric Sing’ Choir and our ‘Last 5 years’ cast and a kris kringle inspired raffle. Thank you 
to everyone that supported us by purchasing a ticket to attend. The funds raised allowed us 
to stage ‘The Last 5 Years’. We hope to make this an annual event if time permits.  

 
 
Utopia - Cleaning up Utopia and building the new mezzanine is still ongoing. Progress 
slowed over winter as funds to keep building dwindled and volunteers were busy. We hope 
that our next Bunnings BBQ will provide the funds for us to be able to finish it off before 
Christmas. It is going to make such a difference when it is finished. We have had to avoid 
shows with big sets as we don’t have any construction space and the costumes have been 
hard to access.  

What’s next…… 
 
Lyric Sing - Christmas Carols - We thought what better way to finish up the year with our 
lovely choir than to get into the Christmas spirit again and sing some carols. Beginning 
Tuesday November 26 (after our AGM) Lyric Sing will run for four weeks leading up to the 
holidays with a special performance on December 22 at the Elephant and Castle (TBC). 
Bookings are preferred but not essential. Send us a message through our facebook page or 

send an email to Grant treasurer@glts.asn.au to be involved.  
Lyric Sing Christmas Special 

November 26 at 7.30pm (4 weeks only) - Belmont Pavillion 
Special performance at the Elephant & Castle December 22 (TBC).  
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Next fundraiser - Bunnings BBQ - Leopold 
Sunday November 24. Get down to Leopold to buy a sausage and help us raise the money 
to finish off the mezzanine at Utopia. It is getting so close to finished now it will be great to 
get our costumes sorted out again.  
If anyone is keen to volunteer to help on the day please send us a facebook message.  
 
NOTICE OF AGM 
Tuesday November 26 at 7.30pm - Belmont Pavillion 
(The AGM will be kept brief before going straight into first rehearsal for Lyric Sing.) 
 
There are currently vacancies on the committee. If you are interested in joining the Lyric  
Committee or know someone who might be please send us a message to get a nomination 
form. They will also be available on our website shortly. At the AGM all positions will be 
vacated and a 2020 committee will be elected.  
 
2019 committee 
President - Lisa Hunter, Vice-President - Laura Robinson, Secretary - Heather Dillon, 
Treasurer - Grant Whiteside, General Committee - Richard Sentfleben, Davina Smith, Brad 
Trelor. 
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